CAHSEE Writing Types:  Biographical Narrative
	Biographical Narrative 


       A biographical narrative tells a story about the life of a real person. That person may be a historical figure or simply an everyday person that you know.  No matter whom you are writing about, be sure to analyze the prompt and stay focused. 

	· ____________________________________________________________________
You may choose to relate the event in chronological order.  However, you might also use flashbacks to provide a glimpse of the past and foreshadowing to provide a hint at the future.  Be sure to use enough detail so that your reader will know why these events are significant.
· ____________________________________________________________________
Let the reader know of any changes in the location of your narrative.  Show how your biographical subject is affected by the setting.
· ____________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________
Use interior monologue to help your readers understand your character’s thoughts, feelings, and motivations.
· ____________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________
You may want to describe the events that took place over a long period of time in more detail, and the events that took place over a short period of time more quickly.  Or, you may choose to fit the pace of your narrative to the mood of the various events.  Exciting, suspenseful events move quickly, while sad, somber events move slowly…
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